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CF centers in Israel

• 6 recognized CF centers

• 2 centers part of the CTN:

– Petah Tikva

– Jerusalem

• Close collaboration between

centers for

– Clinical care, Investigator

initiated trials

– All centers participate in

international drug trials

• All centers treat adults and

children
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7 Pulmonologists

4 CF Nurses

2 Physical Therapists

Nutritionist

Psychologist

Social Worker

PFT Laboratory

(6 PFT technicians)

2 Clinical trial coordinators

The Graub CF Center

(Petah-Tikva)
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Unique issues in CF diagnosis 

and treatment
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No newborn screening 

National population carrier screening and Gene 

Sequencing Project

PGD for CF carrier couples

CF diagnosis
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Median Age at Diagnosis

0.58y

0.36y
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Israeli annual birth rate, 

CF carrier identification, 

abortions and live births

Data collected by Dr. Patrick Stafler, using data supplied by  Israeli Ministry of Health, 
National CF data registry and personal communication with all CF centers. 
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Impact of Population

Carrier Screening (PCS)
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PCS markedly reduced CF birth rates with a shift towards

milder mutations, but was often avoided for cultural reasons

As children regularly have significant disease at diagnosis, we

suggest a balanced approach, utilizing both PCS and newborn

screening
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Frequent clinic visits 

24/7 consultation with on-

call physician

Chest physiotherapy

at patient’s home

Home IV treatment

CF treatment
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Chest physiotherapy

at patient’s home

Subsidized by the
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“Home IV” treatment
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FEV
1
(median) Children
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THANK YOU!
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